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	ADORATION

Hallowed be Your name. (6:9)



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	AUTHORITY

Your Kingdom come… (6:10)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	APPEAL

Give us this day…

(6:11)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	AQUITTAL

Forgive us our debts… (6:12)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ASSISTANCE

Deliver us from evil. (6:13a)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ADMIRATION

For Yours is the Kingdom…(6:13)




DAILY BIBLE STUDIES 

“Who is the “Child” in the manger?”
Selected Scripture
 DECEMBER 17 – DECEMBER 23, 2006

THE LORD'S DAY –This week as we approach Christmas day, we are going to spend some time looking together at the “child” in the manger.  This coming Lord’s Day we are going to have our Christmas program which will include some music from the choir as well as some Scripture teaching in between their songs.  Our study this week is going to go over the principles that the choir will sing about in their songs.  I pray that we will be prepared to come before the “Lord of all the Earth” this Lord’s Day and worship Him in Spirit and in truth.  Read Matthew 1:22-23. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today? 

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to teach you from His Word to help you see clearly the Christ who came to the manger as a man so long ago. 
MONDAY –The first principle that we must see in the Christmas story summarizes the entire event.  It is defined for us in the word “incarnation”.  This is the fact that the eternal God who has existed forever became a human being in the person of the Baby Jesus.  The important thing to remember is “Why” did He even come to earth?  The answer is that “He was born to die!”   The incarnation of Christ Jesus was necessary to carry out God’s plan of redeeming His children from their sin.  The very name Jesus means “Jehovah is Salvation” and that is precisely why He came—to “save” His people.  Read Matthew 1:21, Luke 2:11. 
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Thank the Lord Jesus Christ for becoming a man and also for the fact that He is the One who can save us from our sin.
TUESDAY –As one of the lines from the choir’s song goes, “think not of cattle lowing in a stall.  Your picturing mind must see what is present; Your God must grow bigger, Your God is too small”.  What every true 
believer sees in the manger is the perfect Lamb of God who would hang from the cross in horrible suffering and agony taking upon Himself their punishment for their sin.  Many people reduce Jesus Christ to a baby in a manger, when in fact He is very God and the One who would die and suffer in the place of those who would believe in Him.  As another line from the song says, “For the Child who was born then, the Child once heard crying now calls for allegiance…”  Read of the suffering of that little Child, The Savior from the prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 53:1-12.  
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Thank Jesus Christ for suffering and paying your sin debt on Calvary.  Ask Him to help you give Him the allegiance He demands.   
WEDNESDAY –The next thing we see in the scene from Bethlehem is the incredible humility of the “Stranger in the Straw”.  Christ, the very eternal, omnipotent God was made flesh and came in the most humble of circumstances to this earth.  That very same baby is the creator of all things and the One who ALL men will bow before in that great and final day.  The song says, “He comes to earth an unknown Child to live His perfect life of love.  Now the whole world speaks His name Jesus Christ the Lord.  Stranger, little stranger in the straw, lowly manger cradles now the King of all.”    Read of this humble Jesus and His great and glorious exaltation in Luke 1:29-33, Revelation 20:11-15.  
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Praise Christ for His humble example and His magnificent exaltation the He alone deserves.  Jesus, YOU alone are worthy!  
THURSDAY –A very familiar verse pertaining to the Christmas story is found in Luke 2:14.  It is here that the angels are praising God over the birth of Christ and they say, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”  This is taken from the New King James version but if you look at your Bibles you will most likely see a footnote here relating to this phrase.   We will take a closer look at this on the Lord’s Day but suffice to say, the verse can be very misleading if not studied.  It may seem that God is throwing “peace and goodwill” around to “ALL men” or that you must do something to “earn” His goodwill.  Both are incorrect and the verse may be better translated “peace toward men on whom God’s sovereign pleasure rests.”  God’s peace is not a reward for something we do nor is it granted

indiscriminately on all people.  It is His gracious gift given to those who are the objects of His good pleasure.  Read Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 3:4-7.

What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?
Suggestion for prayer:  Thank and praise God for His undeserved grace.
FRIDAY –The final thing we will see this week comes from a song that both us as the congregation and the choir will sing this Lord’s Day.  It is a “Communion Hymn for Christmas”.  This great hymn speaks so clearly to the reason Christ was born as that little baby in Bethlehem long ago.  He came to live a sinless life, and die in our “sinful stead”.  The bitter, painful cross of Calvary where Jesus freely took our blame, sin, and guilt upon Himself is the heart of the gospel message.  It is in the marvelous truth that scholars call the “hypostatic union” where Jesus Christ was both 100% God and 100% man that we see the plan of God was brought forth and made “flesh”.  It was God who was born in that manger and it was God who died for us on that cross.  Praise to you Holy Trinity!  Read Galatians 4:4-7.        
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Give God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit adoration and praise today.  Thank God for His wonderful plan. 
SATURDAY –We have talked about many things this week and as we approach Christmas Day let us truly reflect and meditate on what that day represents to us as believers; The greatest gift that could have ever possibly been given.  The birth of our glorious Savior Jesus Christ and His atoning death on Calvary for our sins is the most wonderful news that anyone could receive.  We thank Him that He arose victorious over sin and death and that He is coming again and of His kingdom there will be no end.  The great gift of the gospel is made available through the one born in Bethlehem’s manger so long ago.  Read Romans 5:12-21.            
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?
Suggestion for prayer:  Jesus Christ we thank, praise, and worship you.  Thank you that through you and your righteousness alone we can be made righteous and at peace with God.        
